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Sir: 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
In response to the Office Action dated as mailed May 1, 2006 and having a 
period of response extending through and including June 1, 2006, identifying the 
application having claims directed to five patentably distinct species, applicant's 
attorney respectfully traverses the requirement. The examiner identified the basic 
invention and noted that at least claim 1 is generic to all of the identified species. Each 
of the species identified within Groups II, III, IV and V relate to the locking mechanism 
for maintaining the telescoping golf bag into an extended position. Each of these 
locking mechanisms are subsumed within the "releasable locking device for locking 
container sections in the expanded position" recited in claim 1. Accordingly, it is 
submitted that these groups should not be the subject of a restriction requirement. 
Notwithstanding this argument, applicant elects to prosecute the claims relating to 
Group I, which the examiner has identified as Figures 1, 2, 3A, 4 and 12. However, 
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applicant's attorney submits that the Group I should actually comprise Figures 1, 2, 3A, 
and 4-12. In this regard, the applicant elects to prosecute claims 1-9 and 11-14, all of 
which are deemed to read on the embodiment identified by the examiner as Group I. 
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CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Restriction Requirement is being filed electronically 
with the U.S. Patent Office on this 31 st day of May, 2006. 
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